
M A G A Z I N E   S P R I N G  8 8 : 2

SIBI PARTNERS WITH WBS ONLINE
Tim Yaeger - Page 10

HOW HIGH IS HIGH?
Guest Editorial from Kent Dobbs - Page 12

JOIN US FOR DINNER
George Barlow - Page 14

BE HUMBLE, BUT THINK BIG
Editorial - Brian Rex Davis - Page 2

I N  T H I S  I S S U E

See Page 15



2   W O R L D  B I B L E  S C H O O L

BE HUMBLE, BUT THINK BIG
BRIAN REX DAVIS | CEDAR PARK, TEXAS | WBS ACTION! EDITOR AND PRESIDENT
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Pictured on the front cover and to the left are 
faces of children Sondra and I met during 

our recent trip to Nigeria. They serve as a great 
reminder of our Lord’s lesson on humility in 
Matthew 18:1-4.

This passage reminds us who gets the glory for 
such amazing results, God does! Yes, we want to 
think BIG and set BIG goals. But we must always 
maintain our humility, like a child, as we give the 
credit where the credit belongs - with God.

In this issue of ACTION! Magazine, we are going 
to challenge ourselves to think BIG. We are 
going to be inspired with BIG stories. And we 
are going to set BIG goals. But we do all of this 
in the context of what God is doing within and 
through us.

And as we think BIG, we also remember that BIG 
is composed of individuals like Brother Uyai’s 
daughter. Her mother and family were beaming 
with joy that Sunday morning as we watched 
Uyai baptize his daughter into Christ.

Israel Osanachi, Graduate of NCBC, now 
studying medicine, is excited to start WBS.

Six hundred evangelists and church leaders at the 
WBS Great Workshop hosted at NCBC.

Uyai Sunday baptizes his daughter after she 
completed the WBS Master Series.

“At that time the disciples came to 

Jesus, saying, ‘Who is the greatest 

in the kingdom of heaven?’ And 

calling to him a child, he put him 

in the midst of them and said, 

‘Truly, I say to you, unless you turn 

and become like children, you will 

never enter the kingdom of heaven. 

Whoever humbles himself like this 

child is the greatest in the kingdom 

of heaven.’” (ESV)

“Now to him who is able to do far 

more abundantly than all that we 

ask or think, according to the power 

at work within us, to him be glory 

in the church and in Christ Jesus 

throughout all generations, forever 

and ever. Amen.” (ESV)

Did you know, fifty years ago, the first WBS 
Students were from Nigeria? Who could have 
imagined that today, millions of Students from 
around the world have studied WBS courses and 
hundreds of thousands have been baptized into 
Christ as a result. This also puts me in mind of 
Ephesians 3:20-21. 

Earlier on our trip, we joined Bro. Uyai along with 
600 other evangelists and leaders of the church 
for the WBS Great Workshop hosted at Nigeria 
Christian Bible College (NCBC), Akwa Ibom 
State. Who could have imagined from the initial 
Students of WBS in 1973 that so many church 
leaders would gather from all over the country 
in order to coordinate Follow-up and teaching 
efforts with WBS tools?

As I heard story after story from our brothers 
and sisters in Nigeria, I realized so many of them 
learned of Jesus through WBS themselves. No 
wonder they are passionate about participating 
with Postal, Ocean Bridge and Online WBS 
evangelism tools. I marvel at what God has done 
and is doing!
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Godwin Isaac (left), National Coordinator for 
WBS in Nigeria, and Chad Wagner (right, and on 
front cover), President of the African Christian 
Schools Foundation, worked together to plan a 
dynamic program to encourage WBS Follow-up 
teams and church leadership participation.

(Pictured bottom left) Brian and Chad join in 
a group prayer with Biodun Owalabi, Provost 
of Western Nigerian Christian Bible College, 
Monday John Akpakpan, WBS Follow-up worker 
since 1973, Mike Udom, Director of the WBS 
Great Workshop and Godwin Isaac. Brother 
Akpakpan challenged all 600 church leaders 
and WBS Follow-up workers attending the WBS 
Great Workshop to work together in unity and 
in love with WBS tools so that God could use 
everyone in a mighty way to share Jesus with 
Nigeria and beyond!

What a welcome! Follow-up teams from several states in Nigeria greeted Brian and Sondra upon 
their arrival at the airport. Because of a flight delay, the Nigerian Follow-up teams, along with local 
and national news media, waited several hours for their arrival to greet them. 
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Last November, Pat Brown (left) decided to return to work in the public sector. Pat helped to build and 
lead our Advancement program from 2012 to 2023. During these years, God blessed our Advancement 
efforts with our greatest growth ever! 

Jim Crain (right) worked for eight years in our Advancement efforts, and most recently, his efforts 
focused in Texas. Jim retired at the end of 2023 (Jim’s wife, Karen, is pictured in the center). 

We are so thankful for the incredible contribution of these two families. They compose part of the 50 
years of history on which we stand as we look forward to the next 50 years.

We wish Pat & Lynette and Jim & Karen the very best!

Want to work with the WBS Advancement Team?
If you or someone you know is interested becoming a WBS Regional Advancement Rep, please visit 
worldbibleschool.net/rar or email George Barlow at g.barlow@worldbibleschool.net

WBS Advancement Reps Currently Serving in Your Area
Rodger Chaffin (Kentucky), Steve Gober (Alabama), David Harper (Tennessee), Rick and Mary Shur 
(Arkansas) and Josh Sneed (Texas)
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OCEAN BRIDGE 
F R O N T I E R S  -  S T A T U S  A N D  U P D A T E S

Forty-five congregations are now using the new 
Ocean Bridge method of teaching. They serve 
as pioneers, helping WBS learn how to use this 
new technology to bypass international postal 
systems in countries where postal systems are 
struggling. Each of these 45 congregations 
are helping us craft Ocean Bridge to become a 
productive correspondence tool for our entire 
brotherhood.

Below are some things we have learned as we 
craft this exciting new tool:

1 Since most of our Ocean Bridge Service 
Centers are currently in sub-Saharan Africa, 

Student recruitment takes a pause in December 
and January as these countries’ schools celebrate 
the holidays. Currently, many of our Students 
come from secondary schools. To cope with 
the lull in Student recruitment, WBS is seeking 
new Student recruitment communities such as 
prisons, markets and neighborhoods surrounding 
congregations or partnering preacher training 
schools. Be praying for these efforts!

2 Each of our national Service Centers are 
manned by a local coordinator. Occasionally 

these men and women face difficult health 
situations. When one of our team members gets 
sick, we stand with them through the healing 
process. But this understandably slows down 

our processes in that country. We are working 
to create back-up capacity to cope with this 
very real possibility. We also will try to keep you 
informed should this happen so you can join us in 
prayer. Your prayers are always important!

3 Thanks to Ocean Bridge’s swift lesson 
turn-around, Students’ faith quickly 

develops where they are ready to be baptized  
for the remission of their sins. With many of 
our Students currently in secondary schools, 
gaining permission from parents and school 
administrations to baptize these Students can 
prove difficult. WBS has recently deployed Ron 
Pottberg to Ghana, Phil Palmer to Kenya and 
Brian and Sondra Davis to Nigeria to brainstorm 
with local Follow-up volunteers how we can 
improve Follow-up with Ocean Bridge Students. 
We look forward to reporting the ideas being 
gathered to you soon.

4 We have developed new ways to publish 
ACTION! digitally to keep you informed 

with the latest details, developments and 
success stories. Visit worldbibleschool.net/action 
to subscribe and receive our NEW monthly 
ACTION! News emails. We pray these updates 
will keep you informed and encouraged as 
we work and rejoice together with God as He 
impacts lives through your efforts all around the 
world!

A WBS Service Center preparing to deliver Ocean Bridge courses WBS Student
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UPDATE IN MALAWI
T H E  S T O R Y  O F  J U A P  W I L L I A M  C O N T I N U E S

Last fall, I wrote an article in ACTION! about 
God’s work through WBS to bring many souls to 
Christ in Malawi. For two consecutive years I have 
made trips to Malawi to study further with the 
WBS Students and new Christians.

In 2022, we saw 80 souls put Christ on in 
baptism. One of those was Juap William, who 
was my Online Student and a former Pentecostal 
preacher. After his baptism, he revealed to 
me that he was also a Pentecostal Bishop and 
oversaw 16 Pentecostal churches in Malawi. As I 
returned home, he met with all 16 congregations 
and converted them to New Testament 
Christianity! Knowing that these were all still 
babes in Christ, I returned in 2023 for the purpose 
of grounding them in the faith. God had even 
greater plans for the trip and led 111 more souls to  
be baptized into Christ!

Since Juap William has a background in both the 
Muslim faith and Pentecostalism, he has been 
converting many from both religions using the 
WBS lessons. Unfortunately, this has upset the 
Muslim community. Several weeks ago, a group 

of Muslim men wearing masks and armed with machetes and large sticks broke into his home while 
his family was asleep. They proceeded to bind Juap and his wife with chains and beat them with the 
sticks. They told him that “his work of preaching was finished and he must stop.” Juap, his wife, and 
one of his children had to be treated at the hospital for their wounds. His wife experienced a few days 
of internal bleeding as a result of the attack. Yes, persecution does still exist!  

I tried to encourage Juap by emailing several Scriptures to him as a reminder that God had not 
forsaken him. One of those, Romans 8:28, “We know that all things work together for good to those 
who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose,” has certainly proven true.

As the men departed, following the attack, they stole some items from Juap’s home. Two weeks later, 
the police called Juap, telling him they had three men in custody who were trying to sell some of the 
items he reported stolen. Juap went to the police station and identified the items and the three men 
were sentenced to three years in the penitentiary.

Two days later, the Village Chief (similar to a mayor) called Juap into his office. When he arrived, 
he discovered they were holding eight other men who had been involved in the attack. They were 
asking for his forgiveness. Juap forgave them and proceeded to tell them the story of Jesus. After 
subsequent Bible studies all eight men and their wives requested to be baptized into Christ. Five 
of those families are now attending the congregation Juap attends and the other three families are 
attending a congregation closer to their homes.

“Oh, give thanks to the Lord, for He is good!  For His mercy endures forever. To Him who alone does 
great wonders, for His mercy endures forever.” (Psalm 136:1, 4)

STEVE GOBER
DECATUR, ALABAMA
REGIONAL REP FOR ADVANCEMENT

Juap William and his wife in Malawi.
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One advantage of longevity is a clearer rearview mirror—
looking back at how God worked, how He turned obstacles 
into stepping stones. Having been born and raised in 
Zimbabwe, Africa, I dreamed of impacting that nation with 
the Gospel. Yet, after college, we managed only two years 
there before wartime circumstances forced us to leave. We 
were devastated, thinking our prayers had been ignored. 

Now, years later, we realize the Lord was working, 
answering prayers more powerfully than we knew. He used 
our 13 years in South Africa to connect with World Bible 
School which led Tex Williams to invite us to join him in 
Texas to develop WBS further. During the next 20 years, 
many nations benefited, especially Zimbabwe.

In 1993, for example, WBS was set back by civil collapse in 
West Africa which cut off many correspondence Students. 
With Tex’s approval, we Reeses spent nearly a year (1994-
1995) traveling throughout Southern Africa. During that 
first “God Bless Africa” effort, nearly 100,000 enrolled to 
become WBS Students in Zimbabwe alone, with another 
50,000 in neighboring countries. From there, numbers 
grew exponentially as we took annual campaigns and local 
brethren worked year-round. Here are some figures for 
enrollments of new WBS Students in Zimbabwe:

2007-2009 - 455,440 | 2010-2012 - 638,968

2013-2015 - 695,597 | 2016-2019 - 680,009

From 2007 until 2020, when COVID interfered, the total 
Postal enrollment was over 2,470,014, representing about a 
sixth of Zimbabwe’s population. The actual total is higher 
as the above figures show Students enrolled only through 
the WBS office in Austin, Texas. They do not reflect the 
multiplying effect as thousands more enrolled as referrals 
through congregational programs. Nor do they account 
for digital enrollments. Despite postal problems, WBS has 
kept the momentum going with Ocean Bridge and with the 
WBS Lite app.   

The point is not about the past, but the future. Whether 
or not we see how things will work out, the Lord remains 
faithful and fully in charge. His Kingdom presses forward, 
reaching more and more people. The question is about us. 
Will we be faithful? Will we trust and obey? “50 Forward” 
means taking the Great Commission more seriously than 
ever, praying more fervently than ever. Our Almighty King 
is answering our prayers, doing so much more than we ask 
or imagine. 

JOHN REESE | SEARCY, ARKANSAS
PRESIDENT EMERITUS

FUTURE
THE POINT IS NOT ABOUT THE PAST, BUT THE 

John Reese recruiting WBS Students 
in Zimbabwe, 1995
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IN HONOR OF
Glenn Addison & Family
   Bob & Joy Brooks
Christians who have influenced 
them
  Reid & Tot Holmsley  
Chuck Davis
   Wayne & Edna Bailiff
Roger Dennington
   Harry & Janet Cybulski
Ann Hicks
   Mark & Lauren Burman
Janet Hoover
   Harry & Janet Cybulski
Barbara Jones
   Sherrill & Suzanne Bennett
Bill & Ruby Maynard
   Steven Robbins
Sylvia Maynard
   Fran Polston
Beverly McEldowney
   Tom & Rhonda Ford
Linda Moore
   Richard Anderson
Sue Phillips
   Patsy Loden
Isaac Reiss
   Bill & Ruth Reiss
Dorothy Richardson
   Etta Smith
Rick & Mary Shur
   Steven Robbins
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Tharpe
   Carmon & Judee Lannom
Lynniel Thrash
   Steve & Suzanne Gentry
   Ashley Winebrenner

IN MEMORY OF
Gene Adams
   Phyllis A. Adams
Melba Abney
   Robert Abney
Donald Ray Abston
   Robert & Frances Baker
Bobbie Alexander
   Lynn & Paula Leverett
Margaret Allen
   Larry & Kay Felts
Margie Anderson
   Cleddy & Pat Varner
Larry Baird
   Dave & Vicki Roberts
Lawanna Baird
   Melissa Ogata
Dewey Barber
   Gail Barber
Kirby Bates, Jr.
   Joe & Jane George
David Behrens
   Laquita Searles
Tim Benson
   Celesta Stewart
Debbie Bomnski
   J.L. & Barbara Taylor
Trisha Brock
   Dave & Vicki Roberts
Fredda Brown
   Sun Valley church of Christ
Roy Bruce
   Raymond & Betty Carter

Ronny Buchanan
   Jeff & Lana Clevenger
Linda Kaye Calame
   Bartine Dickerson
Jerry Cantrell
   Jean Tate
Ray Carpenter
   Ray & Rhoda Gist
Fred Cawthon
   Norman Murphy
Gary Chambers
   Jeff & Lana Clevenger
Sarah Chamberland
   Eloise Wimbish
Tim Chambers
   Lisa & Anna Burgess
Jeri Church
   Ruby Moran
Bob Clark
   Sun Valley Church of Christ
Sara Clark
   Cindy Fuller
James Cole
   Ray & Betty Carter
Cousins of Hank Davis
   Philip & Carolyn Madeley
Ralph Denney
   Robin Leonard
Brent Dickerson
   Bartine Dickerson
Ron Dickerson
   Bartine Dickerson
Steve Dickerson
   Bartine Dickerson
Ron Dixon
   Lawrence & Kathryn Keaton
Driscol Draper
   Anita Cox
   Jason & Autumn Cook
   Tedenne Cook
   Jason & Anita Morton
Margaret Ehlig
   Gary & Pat Thomas
Lou Fleming
   Mason Bank
Mark Fore
   Fran Polston
Hulin Fowler
   Jeff & Lana Clevenger
   Eloise Wimbish
Alma Jo French
   Jim & Mickie Crawford
Jim Fuller
   Doug Shepherd
Russell Gardner
   Marjorie Horn
Joseph R. George
   Ray & Rita Bennett
Justine Goforth
   Merrill Clapp
Don Gray
   Jimmy & Nancy Dye
Darrell Green
   Carl & Phyllis Williams
James & Irene Groves
   Byron Groves
Greg Gurley
   Mr. & Mrs. J.E. Gurley
Peggy J. Guy
   Mark Guy
Carl Harper
   James C. Brown

   Dora Conner
   Brock & Tabitha Daly
   Mr. & Mrs. Joe Ed Gaddes
   Ron & Reida Gambill
   Neal & Lou Ann Harper
   Larry & Kathryn Keaton
   Jena Madeley
   Mitzie Netterville
   Jane Owen
   Pam Owen
   Jimmy & Elaine Pigg
   Rick & Mary Shur
   Ryan & Christy Staggs
John R. Hayes
   Anne Hayes
Lenora Hemme
   Royce & Rudine Vickery
Don & Maxine Henwood
   Laquita Searles
Nancy J. Hester
   Johnny & Sharon Winston
Alvah Jean Hilton
   Cleddy & Pat Varner
David Hobby
   Karen Hobby
Don Hood
   Cleddy & Pat Varner
Don Hovis
   Edward & Linda Slocum
Allan Isom
   Jim & Mona Diles
Carolyn Gossett Jackson
   Butch & Linda Merriman
Ruth Jackson
   Cleddy & Pat Varner
Estelene Johnson
   Raymond & Betty Carter
Juanita Johnson
   Tina Bednar
   Cynthia Howard
   Debbie Smith
   Darlene Taylor
Dennah Lee
   Sandra Lee
Frank Long
   Bill & Vickie Seniker
Jesse & Annette Lorren
   Kenneth & Charlotte Lorren
Sylvia Lynn
   Robin B. Leonard
Verna Mansell
   Jean Tate
Fay Marick
   Lavone Lewis
Kenneth Marr
   Philip & Carolyn Madeley
Samuel Mays
   Judy Mays
Jim McClure
   Jeff & Lana Clevenger
Joe McCoy
   Norma McCoy
Mary McDonald
   Marylin Cooper-Jenkins
   Georgia Freiling
   Steve & Barbara Koehler
   Donnie & Debbie Magin
   William Old
   Ann Shashack
Patricia McKinney
   Sun Valley church of Christ

James McPherson
   Joe & Lynda Goldman
Marion Nell Rice Meade
   Barbara Craddock
Kay Meredith
   Cleddy & Pat Varner
Virginia Meyer
   Sue Hammans
Beverly Midyett
   Hayes & Jenny Grubb
Luther E. Minor
   Steve Minor
Billie Jo Morris
   Bill & Shan Blanchard
   Mr. & Mrs. Delbert Cain
   Barbara DeLorimiere
   Greg, Brandie, & Adyson Garner
   Jim Knowlton
   Jack & Linda Morris
   Roger & Liz Morris
   Vinoka & Melanie Morris
   Larry & Susan Rodriguez
Gordon Naylor
   Anonymous Donor
Kathy Newhouse
   Jeff & Lana Clevenger
Billy Mac Newton
   James & Jackie Reese
Howard & Jane Norton
   Dan & Joann Hays
   Tom Howard
Ruth O’Brien
   Kathy O. Brock
Fred Olson
   Edward & Linda Slocum
Olvis Osbourn
   Dennis & Toni Raesener
Norman & Mary Parrish
   Jonathan & Elizabeth Ray
Christie Gayle Peterson
   Russell Beene
   Robert Carden
   Butch & Jody Davis
   Rick Lear
   Jess Peterson
   Jay & Dianna Wischkaemper
Helen Phillips
   Larry & Janice Cain
Jesse Phillips
   Virginia Phillips
Larry Phillips
   Edward & Mary Sue Kincaid
Barbara Potts
   Sun Valley church of Christ
Jesse Pugh
   Dan & Frances Wiginton
Kenneth Putman
   Laquita Searles
Larry Raburn
   Shirley Raburn
Anna Jo Reagan
   H.A. & Linda Fannin
James Rickard
   Anne Hayes
Tommy L. Rorex
   Patsy Rorex
Lydia Sanders
   Joe & Jane George
Kaylor Scudder
   Barbara Ray
Linda Shumaker
   David Shumaker

Quinten Siegfried
   James & Jackie Reese
Harrold Simmons
   Patsie Trowbridge
Rene Skidmore
   Sun Valley church of Christ
Harrold Simmons
   Patsie Trowbridge
Cleilda Smith
   Cleddy & Pat Varner
Etta Smith
   Harry & Janet Cybulski
Gail Smith
   Edward & Linda Slocum
Joyce Smith
   The Bunco Beauties
Kelby Smith
   Ray & Rhoda Gist
Ophie Lee Steele
   Michael & Sharon Russell
Margie Stephenson
   Gary & Pam Stephenson
Jack Stewart
   Cleddy & Pat Varner
Cletus M. Stutzman
   Robin B. Leonard
Allen Tappe
   Cleddy & Pat Varner
Terry Taylor
   Mr. & Mrs. Michael Stanford
Mary Thomas
   Foy & Peggy Curry
Charles Thompson
   Ray & Rhoda Gist
Foris Paddock Thompson
   Yee Kow & Susan Lee
Caroline Tidwell
   Ferris Tidwell
Althea Trumpler
   Henry Blair
Lewis Tucker
   S. Dwayne & Sharon Archibald
Glenn & Morene Tuttle
   Cleddy & Pat Varner
Lottie Wade
   Lyonel & Maxine Wade
Sue Ann Walker
   Sherrill & Suzanne Bennett
Jerry Weathers
   Dave & Vicki Roberts
Gary N. Wells
   Floyd & Sandra Vanderford
Lottie Wiliams
   Anonymous Donor
Barbra J. Willis
   Martin Willis
Wayne Winget
   Marilyn Winget
Mr. & Mrs. O.V. Woolard
   Nancy Medlock
Jack Woodward
   Robert & Gail Hargrove
Jay Woody
   Steven Ward

H O N O R S  &  T R I B U T E S
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In 1971, beneath the radiant California sun 
glimmering on the ocean waves, inside an office 
frozen in the 1960s with its wooden desk and 
retro flair, an idea was about to spark a revolution. 
Here sat a young missionary, his eyes alight with 
ambition, across from an elder seasoned in the 
trenches of mission work. The room, a sanctuary 
of decades-spanning church labor, brimmed with 
the energy of impending change. The elder, with 
a lifetime of stories etched into his lines, leaned 
forward, igniting the air with four simple words:  
“I have an idea.”
This idea, a brainchild of Jimmie Lovell, found an 
ally in Truitt Adair (missionary to Nigeria), who 
would become the president and then chancellor 
of Sunset International Bible Institute (SIBI). Before 
the term “World Bible School” would even be 
coined by Lovell in 1973, he envisioned Nigerian 
newspaper ads as seeds of this grand vision. Adair 
heeded the call, and thousands of responses 
flooded in from Nigeria, heralding the birth of what 
we know today as World Bible School.

These four words have since woven two ministries 
together, SIBI and WBS, into a tapestry of shared 
mission and purpose. Their collaboration has 
been a testament to the power of partnership in 
faith, a synergy that has propelled the Gospel into 

TIM YAEGER | BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA | CHIEF INFORMATION OFFICER

countless lives. The legacy of those initial Nigerian 
newspaper ads has blossomed, with many WBS 
Students continuing their journey at SIBI schools, 
some of which are now helmed by those very 
converts from the 1970s.

Innovation hasn’t paused; the new WBS Online 
platform and the distribution of over 17,000 SIBI 
Solar Players packed with WBS courses illustrate 
evolving strategies to spread the Word. Following 
this tradition of innovation, another pivotal “I have 
an idea” moment two years ago led to the launch 
of an effort to train more preachers: SIBI’s 10,000 
Voices initiative. In partnership, SIBI has provided 
Introductory ministry training courses for WBS 
Students who have completed the Master Series. 
These courses are now available on WBS Online. 
The purpose is to channel quality WBS Students 
into further ministry training with SIBI.

From a single idea over 50 years ago, 40 million 
people have been touched. With a forward gaze 
and a commitment to unity, the hope is to embrace 
hundreds of millions more in the next half-century. 
The journey from a quiet office overlooking the 
sea to a global movement has been a testament 
to the power of collaboration and faith where God 
receives the glory for His providential hand.

SUNSET INTERNATIONAL BIBLE INSTITUTE

PARTNERS WITH WBS
TO PROVIDE ADVANCED MINISTRY TRAINING ON WBS ONLINE

“I HAVE AN IDEA”
JIMMIE LOVELL TO TRUITT ADAIR
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After recent upgrades to Mathetis’ privacy and security features, we have now made Mathetis available 
worldwide. Anyone from around the world can download the Mathetis app or register online at  
mathetis.org. We have already seen users register from India, *Asia, Africa, Australia, Central America and 
many more.

Also thanks to two incredible volunteers, we now offer Spanish closed captions within the Mathetis 
Original videos. Simply turn on the closed caption feature from the videos’ playback settings and select 
Spanish as your preferred language. This is currently available for all “In Need of a Savior” videos. 
Progress continues for “Wondering What to Believe” and “Seeking the 
Family of God”.

*Due to government security restrictions in some countries, Mathetis 
users in Asia are unable to watch the videos from our website or app. 
However, all users can download the Mathetis Original videos onto their 
computer or mobile device after creating a group. Asian users have 
also partnered with users in the U.S. to host ZOOM Bible studies and 
watch the Mathetis Original videos together through screen sharing.

WBS President, Brian Rex Davis, was recently a guest on the podcast, “Our 
Journey to Hope” hosted by Dave Laton from Alabama. They discussed the 
role of World Bible School as it offers ways for folks to discover, sustain or 
regain hope. Some of the specific topics discussed were the mission and 
focus of World Bible School, resources for Students and Study Helpers 
and how one can become involved. They also discussed how WBS helps 
individuals and congregations grow spiritually in their service to the Lord.

The podcast is available through most major podcast outlets such as 
iTunes, Spotify, and Amazon, or you can go to the podcast website at 
ourjourneytohope.buzzsprout.com.  

MATHETIS APP & WEBSITE NOW AVAILABLE WORLDWIDE

“SUNSET MINISTRY STUDIES” ARE NOW AVAILABLE!

BRIAN REX DAVIS FEATURED ON “OUR JOURNEY TO HOPE”

The “Sunset Ministry Studies” are available to all Students who have completed the “WBS 
Master Series”. Students can access these courses on our website, WBS App and WBS Lite app. 

Study Helpers can browse the courses by logging into the website.

WBS Appworldbibleschool.org WBS Lite
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GUEST EDITORIAL BY KENT DOBBS | PRATTVILLE, ALABAMA

“Where there is no vision, the people perish” 
Proverbs 29:18 (KJV)

What is our vision for ourselves, our families, our churches? As we go through life, we ask 
ourselves challenging questions. Where do I want to go? What do I want to do? How am I 

going to get there?

In the business world, we ask similar questions. What are our goals? What is our “plan of action” 
to achieve our goals? What is the time frame to accomplish our goals? Are we going to “inspect 
what we expect”, meaning will we hold ourselves accountable to get the job done?

In the church, we should ask ourselves even deeper questions. Are we in a healthy relationship 
with our Creator? Are we growing daily into maturity in Christ? Are we praying “without 
ceasing”? Are we relentlessly pursuing the mission of Jesus our Lord?

In our Christian walk, are we sharing Jesus with others? We do not want to go to Heaven alone!  
We need to take others with us. Let’s not forget the last words of Jesus to His disciples, and to 
all of us today.

H I G H ?
H O W  H I G H  I S



A C T I O N !  S P R I N G  2 0 2 4   1 3

“All authority has been given to Me in 
heaven and on earth. Go therefore and 
make disciples of all the nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching 
them to observe all things that I have 
commanded you; and lo, I am with you 
always, even to the end of the age.” 
Matthew 28:18-20 (NKJV)

We call this Jesus’ “Great Commission”. Let 
me suggest one great way to pursue this 
goal: World Bible School. Since 1973, WBS 
has been providing excellent tools for the 
brotherhood to share the Good News of 
Jesus with the world.  WBS has developed 
tools from Postal studies to cutting edge 
digital tools which together can reach most 
any place on earth.

WBS evangelism tools are easy to use and 
develop an enjoyable relationship between 
the Study Helper and the Student. Guiding 
Students does not take much of your time, 
perhaps a couple of hours a week for church 
groups with many Students. The individual 
Study Helper can grade a Student’s course 
work and provide basic guidance within 
minutes.  Furthermore, WBS networks 
with Christians all over the world to help 
you with Follow-up for your Student when 
ready. Follow-up is the term WBS uses for 
finding a congregation of the Lord’s church 
nearest to your Student. If no congregation 
is near them, WBS has a course to help your 
Student begin a congregation in their home 
or some other convenient place.

WBS is able to share the Good News of 
Jesus on a massive scale because thousands 
of everyday Christians take up these tools 
and contribute their part to this Great 
Commission. Between 2022 and 2023, WBS 
offered a free Bible study to 14,800,000 
people from around the world. 

In our WBS program at the Prattville 
church of Christ, we were able to send 
out 17,800 Bible study courses in 2023. 
That was our part of what would become 
the fruit of our brotherhood working 
together with WBS tools. Between 2022 
and 2023, 1.61 million people registered for 
Postal correspondence. 299,000 Students 
registered Online and through the WBS 

apps. 733,000 souls were taught by 
watching videos from the WBS online group 
Bible study tool, Mathetis. Many of those on 
Mathetis were from the United States and 
Canada. And 105,000 WBS Study Edition 
Bibles were distributed.

During one month of our congregation’s 
WBS work, we had 185 Students from 
Ghana request to be baptized for the 
forgiveness of their sins! WBS is now 
networking with brotherhood partners - like 
Sunset International Bible Institute – to help 
us provide Follow-up for these requests. SIBI 
knows thousands of preachers in that area 
and are happy to help. 

Isn’t it great when we have the opportunity 
to work in unity for the cause of Christ? 
Working together makes us all stronger.

Now WBS needs your help. 
Pray for WBS. Stop right now and pray for 
this good work that many may come to 
know Jesus and His saving Gospel.

Get involved. Organize a WBS Study Helper 
group at your home, your congregation or 
even among your friends. If you need help 
getting started, give WBS a call!

Give financially. $5, $50, $500 - any gift will 
help. Thousands of Bible lessons are being 
printed in countries around the world and 
taken by local church leaders to villages, 
prisons, schools and neighborhoods. Will 
you help WBS sustain these efforts? Every 
person’s participation makes this possible 
on this scale.

As I take a walk each day, I look up at the 
beautiful sky and ask myself, “How high is 
high?” I am reminded of Psalm 108:4-5

“For your steadfast love is great above 
the heavens; your faithfulness reaches to 
the clouds. Be exalted, O God, above the 
heavens! Let your glory be over all the 
earth!” (ESV)

For any help getting started with WBS 
evangelism tools, please call Brian Rex 
Davis, President of WBS, at 512-345-8190 or 
call me, Kent Dobbs, your brother and friend 
in Christ, at 479-283-1880.
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Who’s coming to dinner? I remember when I was 
a young boy growing up in Indiana, my mom 
had dinner prepared every night for the family 
at 5 p.m. Dinner was a time where we gathered 
around the table to give thanks, discuss how 
the day went at school and work, and to enjoy 
a delicious meal. It was a time of reflection, 
laughter and sometimes never leaving the table 
until my vegetables were all gone.

Jesus welcomed his disciples into fellowship, 
sharing special and memorable stories and 
taught them many things often over dinner. He 
even chose a meal as the way he wanted to be 
remembered. “For as often as you eat this bread 
and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death 
until He comes.” (1 Corinthians 11:26 NASB) 

World Bible School’s annual dinners are 
fast approaching and we our planning for 
magnificent attendance in various locations 
throughout the country. We want as many 
people to be invited, come to the table and be 
included as we share the Good News of how the 
Gospel is reaching so many in impactful ways.  

Everyone throughout the brotherhood is invited 
to attend and we encourage you to bring at least 
two guests with you. We encourage you to open 
your minds and your eyes as you think of people 
in neighboring churches and different walks of 
life throughout your city.

We will have three dinners this year. Searcy, 
Arkansas on September 10, Nashville, Tennessee 
on October 10, and Austin, Texas on November 7. 

In the book of Isaiah chapter 25 we find a vision 
of inclusion where it says, “The Lord of hosts 
will prepare a lavish banquet for all peoples on 
this mountain.” Here is where God has prepared 
a feast on Mount Zion in which all peoples are 
invited to participate in a place where you will 
find joy and ever lasting peace.

Looking forward to seeing you at dinner!

GEORGE BARLOW 
AUSTIN, TEXAS
CHIEF ADVANCEMENT OFFICER

DINNER
JOIN US FOR

To learn more and to RSVP visit: 
worldbibleschool.net/dinners2024
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500 CHURCHES
5,000 INDIVIDUALS
$5, $50 OR $500 A MONTH
YOUR GIFT WILL BE USED IMMEDIATELY TO SHARE THE GOSPEL WITH THE WORLD!

WE ARE SEEKING

TO GIVE

&

600,000 STUDENTS
WBS reports 600,000 
Students and 22,000 baptisms 
since its inception in 1973.

WBS FOLLOW-UP
Jake Coppinger becomes first 
American supported to help 
facilitate WBS Follow-up.

INCOPORATED AS NON-
PROFIT
WBS in Austin, Texas 
incorporates as non-profit 
(TX) and holds its first 
board meeting.

1979 1980 1983

See our full timeline, future goals and how you 
can participate with us in the next 50 years and 

beyond at worldbibleschool.net/50forward.

Please accept my GIFT of:

Please make my GIFT a:

DONOR is:

Please make my GIFT a tribute:

My GIFT is provided via:

If selected “Credit Card,” please fill out the following:

SCAN QR CODE OR VISIT WORLDBIBLESCHOOL.NET/GIVE TO GIVE ONLINE

Memorial Gift

Check, payable to “World Bible School”

One time gift

Individual/Household -or-

Card Number:

Expiration: _____ /______ CVC:

Name on Card:

This tribute is for:

Signature:

Honor Gift

Credit Card

Monthly recurring

Congregation

Yearly recurring

$50$5 $500 Other: $

Send acknowledgement to:

City: State: Zip:

Address:

Name:

City: State: Zip:

Donor Address:

Name of Congregation:

3-digit security code required.



You. Sharing Jesus.

POSTMASTER: 
Send address changes to

ACTION! World Bible School 
P.O. Box 2169 

Cedar Park, Texas 78630
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C O M I N G  U P  N E X T

DISCERNING THE

TIMES
DISCERNING THE

TIMES

1) With input from his Study Helper, Yohane, from Malawi, left his previous church 
to follow proper New Testament teachings and to be immersed into Christ.  2) WBS 
Student, Lightwell, was baptized in Lusaka. 3) Ayanda was baptized in South Africa at 
a brotherhood Bible college near her hometown. 4) Watch the video of our new sister, 
Alice, as she is baptized into Christ at worldbibleschool.net/action 5) WBS workers in 
India enrolled 12 souls using the WBS Lite app at Samuel George Engineering College 
after being invited to share WBS with their technical students. 6) WBS Student, Beatrice, 
was recently baptized in Kenya. SHARE YOUR STORIES WITH US. Encourage the 
brotherhood. Email us at help@worldbibleschool.net. Please get Student’s permission before sharing.
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