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The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because hle has anointed me to
proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty
to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty

those who are oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.

Luke 4:18-19 ESV
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- IMPROVING THE EVANGELISM EXPERIENCE

True to our Values

Do R [evis

CEDAR PARK, TEXAS
WBS ACT/ON! EDITOR AND PRESIDENT

What did Jesus value as He built His Kingdom?

Values guide us to stay true to our intended
purpose. At World Bible School, three values
come to mind as we consider “building”

for Jesus.

#1 Jesus values seeking and saving the lost!

For the Son of Man came to
seek and to save the lost.
Luke 19:10

Mankind becomes “lost” when we lose our
relationship with our Creator due to sin or
disobedience to God. The very purpose

of our lives is to be eternal children within
God’s spiritual family. To recognize lostness

is to recognize the right of God to establish
good from evil. To value seeking the lost is to
recognize the importance of sharing Jesus and
His will, revealed in the Bible, so that mankind’s
relationship with God can be restored.

Be challenged by this value on page 5.

#2 Jesus values the poor!

And he answered them, “Go and tell John what
you have seen and heard: the blind receive their
sight, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, and the
deaf hear, the dead are raised up, the poor have
good news preached to them. And blessed is the
one who is not offended by me.”
Luke 7:22-23

WBS has always sought to offer Bible study
opportunities to every person within every
country on earth, both the rich and the poor.
Whereas the “rich” of this earth have the ability
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to seek out Bible study, often the poor are
without resources to pursue correspondence
Bible study. Since 1973, WBS Study Helpers

have paid for and posted millions of Bible
correspondence courses - free of charge to their
Students - to many of the poorest countries

on earth.

Be enriched by this value on page 6.

#3 Jesus values the priesthood of all believers!

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a
holy nation, a people for his own possession, that
you may proclaim the excellencies of him who
called you out of darkness into his
marvelous light.

1 Peter 2:9

The key to the dramatic growth of WBS over the
years is the empowering of everyday Christians
with the tools to experience effective Bible
study relationships. Relationships are formed
across the barriers of culture, geography,
generations, socio-economic divides and world-
view differences. But such is the scope of the
Great Commission where Jesus, Himself, calls all
Christians to share the Gospel of Christ with the
world. Why does Jesus do this? Why not only
assign “trained professionals” to do the work?
First, the task is so large an “all hands on deck”
approach is required. Second, Jesus empowers
all Christians for the task as the power is in the
Gospel not within ourselves (Romans 1:16)!

Be inspired by real-life examples of this on pages
3,4 and 1.
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Greyson Morgan, a high school graduate of the Hillcrest church of Christ in Abilene, TX, shares
“This Is Good News”. Along with his Zambian brother in Christ, they teach a group of WBS
Students in one of the most remote places in Northwest Province, Zambia.

The lost are reached, the poor are taught, and the priesthood of all believers are fulfilling our
Lord’s Great Commission in a July WBS Follow-up campaign.

aw %

The cover of this issue of ACTION! showcases a recent baptism at one of our Ocean Bridge
recruitment sites in Zimbabwe.
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Rita Boyd along with her husband,
Don Boyd, served as missionaries to
Zambia, Namibia and the Republic
of South Africa for many years.
Though now retired, Rita and Don
stay active in sharing Jesus through
their local WBS program at the
Westside church of Christ in Round
Rock, Texas.

In April, Westside hosted a follow-up
Gospel meeting with their partner
congregation in Durban, South
Africa, the Reservoir Hills church of
Christ. Westside recruits Students in
Durban using WBS Connect.

E-mail invitations were sent to
Westside’s Online Students and
many attended the Gospel meeting.

Yvonne had already obeyed the
Gospel and is meeting with the
congregation. Though Rita couldn’t
attend the meeting herself, Sondra
and | shared her greetings to her
Student, and Yvonne excitedly
returned her greetings to her faithful
Study Helper! To this day, they stay
in touch and encourage one another
in the Lord.

Yvonne’s Study Helper, Rita Boyd
logging onto worldbibleschoolorg.

WBS Connect helps you share the
Gospel using Printed and Online
Lessons within your local or mission
communities. Team up with your
congregation and fellow Christians
or create campaigns on your own to
spread the Gospel to your targeted
mission locations.

Learn more at
worldbibleschool.net/connect

CONNECT



BY TIM YAEGER
BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA
CHIEF INFORMATION OFFICER

In 1 Corinthians 9:22, Paul says, “/ have become
all things to all men so that by all possible
means | might save some.” This statement was
true for Paul and anyone
who is a disciple of Christ.
Jesus has called us to reach
the lost in all the world,
requiring us to be creative
in our approach. Paul had

a different approach depending on if he was

in a synagogue or a pagan temple. The core
message and the truth never changed, but

the approach and method changed with each
audience. He did this to reach every segment of
society with the Gospel.

Using the example of Paul, WBS has been
innovative with methods and technology. The
motivation of our innovation is to equip you
to reach the lost in every segment of society.
We created phone apps to reach those who
spend most of their digital time on a phone.
We created a robust website for those who
prefer computers. Through Ocean Bridge, we
are investing greatly in new processes and
technology to more effectively process Printed
Lessons to reach those who cannot access
the internet.

WBS has also recognized that there are multiple
segments of teachers and styles. World Bible
School was founded with everyday Christians
using the tools of their time to reach people
with the Gospel. WBS is unique because each
evangelism tool can be crafted to your preferred
teaching method. Do you prefer linear teaching

The motivation of our innovation
is to equip you to reach the lost in
every segment of society.

B MPROVING THE EVANGELISM EXPERIENCE

Reaching the Lost in Every
Segment of Society

with grades? Apply to be an Online Study
Helper or start a correspondence program with
Printed Lessons. Do you like group discussions
based on engaging videos?
Go to Mathetis to create an
online group Bible study. Do
you like to have in-person
Bible studies? You can grab
a WBS Study Bible or watch
Mathetis videos in person, one-on-one or in a
group. These are just a few examples of how you
can share Jesus with the tools of WBS.

Together, as partners in the Gospel, with our
unigue talents, we can effectively reach every
segment of society.

Grow your WBS Printed Lessons
Program with Ocean Bridge

Riverchase church of Christ teaches 500
Students in one month. Learn how you
and your congregation can get started at
worldbibleschool.net/oceanbridge.
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Reaching the Poor

BY JOHN REESE
SEARCY, ARKANSAS
PRESIDENT EMERITUS

I am writing this report in Africa after a long day of door knocking and evangelistic teamwork
for World Bible School. Along with WBS President Brian Davis and our regional coordinator
Machona Monyamane, | am also speaking at the Southern Africa International Lectureship
(SAIL). Lectures focus on the seven churches of Asia. My assigned topic is “Smyrna: The Rich
Poor Church.”

Smyrna now goes by the name of Izmir, the third most populous city of Turkey. In the first
century, it considered itself “the first city of Asia.” As a leading trade link between Europe and
Asia, Smyrna enjoyed wealth, but it had its poor quarters for slaves, common laborers and
the unemployed. To the congregation in Smyrna, Jesus says, “| know your tribulation and your
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poverty” (Revelation 2:9). Poverty likely was a
general condition for many congregations (1
Corinthians 1:26; 2 Corinthians 8:2). But Smyrna
was noteworthy, possibly because it boasted

the official temple to the Emperor Tiberius.

Trade unions boycotted those who refused to
worship the emperor. Economic oppression and
persecution continued for many years. Most
famously, Polycarp was later martyred in Smyrna.

The concept of “rich yet poor” is relevant to World
Bible School. The great majority of WBS students
are enrolled in the world’s developing regions,
including those served by SAIL. Why is greater
receptivity encountered in poorer countries? Why
does James (2:5) ask rhetorically, “Has not God
chosen those who are poor in the world to be rich
in faith and heirs of the kingdom?” Because they
feel more need for God. The rich seldom pray in
earnest, “Give us this day our daily bread.” They
tend to find security in earthly things: careers,
bank accounts, insurance policies and retirement
funds. To depend on visible assets is to make
them ‘god’ and ‘savior’. The poor, lacking earthly
props and cushions, are more likely to turn toward
heaven.

Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the
kingdom of God. Blessed are you who are hungry
now, for you shall be satisfied.... Woe to you who
are rich, for you have received your consolation
(Luke 6: 20-21, 24 cf. 16:19-31).

WRBS advertises around the world, but most
responses come from poorer regions. Some who
enroll have ulterior motives. But their hunger for

opportunities, for some way forward in life, makes
them willing to learn. In learning, they come to
know Jesus’ answer to anxiety: “Seek first the
kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all
these [needed] things will be added to you”
(Matthew 6:33).

Some rich people—those who recognize their
spiritual poverty—also respond. They learn to
depend on God. Trusting Him, they invest earthly
wealth in heavenly treasures by helping the poor
(Luke 18:22). They become “rich in good works...
generous and ready to share” (1 Timothy 6:17-19).

Because of such generosity, WBS offers all its
Bible courses free of charge for our Students.
Because of such sharing, WBS adapts to changing
world conditions. You are helping WBS to develop
and deploy the WBS Lite app so Students can
access WBS on their mobile devices. Many of

the poor, however, cannot afford even minimal
internet use. So, you also help WBS establish
“Ocean Bridge” in key countries. This allows us

to distribute courses and graded answer sheets
between Students and Study Helpers at a faster
and more reliable rate than the international postal
systems. That is why we are in Africa at the time
of this writing, to overcome postal delays and to
recruit more Students for the faster methods of
interactive Bible study. Please continue to grow

in generosity and service to accelerate Jesus’
mission... “to proclaim good news to the poor... to
proclaim liberty to the captives and recovering of
sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are
oppressed” (Luke 4:18).

WBS in ACTION!

Southern Africa International Lectureship

At the beginning of April, the SAIL Conference was hosted for

the first time since COVID. This conference is one of the largest
gatherings of the churches of Christ in Africa. This year, the churches
of Zimbabwe hosted the meeting in the city of Bulowayo. Machona
Monyamane (pictured on the left), Brian Davis, and John Reese all
presented for World Bible School.

The organizing committee and the church leaders of Zimbabwe were
very generous to provide time for WBS presentations. When asked
about this, they responded by saying, “WBS has had such an impact
in so many countries in the southern Africa region.” They certainly
wanted to encourage the continued use of WBS to reach the lost!

ACTION! SUMMER 2023 7
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BY MARCUS MCKEE
LEWISVILLE, TEXAS
CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER

Our world needs the love of Jesus as much
now as it ever has in history. At WBS, we are
committed to helping our Brotherhood spread
that love to as many souls as possible.

As we create tools that are innovative and
effective for this time in our history, we need
loving brothers and sisters who are willing to
invest in the future of people like this man in
the picture. Even though blind, he had a friend
walk with him several miles to learn how he can
spread the Good News to his neighbors.

Your investment in WBS is helping to reach

millions of souls each year with the love of Jesus.

Scan now to give
towards our $1.5 Million
Match and Challenge

51,018

Investing for the Right Reasons

In Romans chapter 12, Paul lists giving as a

gift from God just like prophesying, helping,
teaching, encouraging, leading and showing
mercy. Is it a gift that you have been given from
God? If so, will you help us spread the Good
News of His love across the globe?

5 ACTION!
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" INSPIRING INVESTMENT

Join our $1.5 Million
Match and Challenge!

God is blessing our goals for reaching the lost and helping us raise the funds to do so.
Every dollar you give will double our efforts to accomplish these incredible goals for sharing Jesus.

$662,774.87 Raised as of 7/23/23

) $1.5 Million

Because of your generosity, WBS has offered a Bible study to

8,793,067

souls from January 1, 2022
to June 30, 2023

1.77M

Printed Lessons

5.15M

Online Lessons

93K 1.77M

Study Bible Mathetis
87% Completed
10,00,000

The fruit of these seeds you have helped us sow has led to...

117M

Printed Lessons
Students Enrolled

205K

Online Lessons
Students Registered

524K

Mathetis Original
Video Views

93K

Study Bibles
Distributed

Learn more at worldbibleschool.net/10m4c

HELP US REACH OUR GOAL!

Write “2023 Match and Challenge” in your check’s memo or give online.

Please accept my GIFT of:

[ Jsso [ ]s00 [ ]$250 [ |$500 [ |other:$

Mr./Mrs./Ms. Spouse:

Address:

City: State: Zip:

Congregation:

Please make my GIFT a:
|:| One time gift |:| Monthly recurring |:| Yearly recurring

By selecting “Recurring” you become a member of our Sowing the
Seed Gift Program. Learn how your recurring gift can impact WBS at
worldbibleschool.net/sowingtheseed.

My GIFT is provided via:
|:| Check, payable to “World Bible School” I:l Credit Card

Please cut out this form and mail to:
WORLD BIBLE SCHOOL, PO. BOX 2169, CEDAR PARK, TX 78630

If selected “Credit Card,” please fill out the following:

Card Number: ‘
ORfAHO

SCAN QR CODE OR VISIT WORLDBIBLESCHOOL.NET/GIVE TO GIVE ONLINE

Expiration: / CVV:

Name on Card:

Signature:

Please make my GIFT a tribute:
|:| Memorial Gift |:| Honor Gift
This tribute is for:

Send acknowledgement to:

Address:

City: State: ___ Zip:

ACTION! SUMMER 2023 9



HONORS & TRIBUTES

Tony & Sue Alesi
Jim & Sheri Hall
Sherrill & Suzanne Bennett
David & Barbara Cole
Suzanne Bennett
Joe & Barbara Jones
Becky Bobo
Etta Smith
Dr. & Mrs. Terry Burgess
Hilda Logan
Denise Cribbett
Etat Smith
Brian & Sondra Davis
James & Helen Costello
Lynda Davis
Betty Chappell
Patti M. Davis
Dave & Vicki Roberts
J. Allen Gooch
Sherry Lawrence
Mark Wayne Groves
Lois Robinson
Katherine Hall
Marie Langley
Dale & Sheila Hartman
Donald & Kathrine Tramel
John R. Hayes, Jr.
Randy & Anne Hayes
James Herron
Charles & Joyce Allison
Jonnie Hodgen
Charles & Joyce Allison
J.P. & Barhara Holtz
Michael & Shelley Courter
Dr. James W. Hooper
Becky Clapp
Mary Jane Hunter
Susie McConnell
Randy & Mia Lum
Susie McConnell
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Moore
Doug Shepherd
James & Wanda Nelson
Patrick & Carollyn Jones
Chris Newton
Lawrence Smith
Buddy & Carolyn Partain
Susie McConnell
Prof. Robert Popovich
W. Harold & Carol Bigham
John & Beth Reese
James & Helen Costello
Donald & Susan Logsdon
Helen Red
DeWayne & Tricia Trimble
Jacob Shultz
Peggy Sullivan
Zonell Swaim
Becky Swaim
Carolyn Taylor
Earl Wright

Lynniel L. Thrash

Steve & Suzanne Gentry
Sharon Walker

Phylis Jones

Melba Abney

Bob Abney &

Norma Rogers
Gene Adams

Phyllis Adams
Robert J. & Robbie Kay
Adams

Lois Robinson
Virginia Anderson

Richard Anderson
Dial D. Atkins

Bartine Dickerson
Steve Baker

Bob & Linda Pimentel
Dewey Barber

Gail Barber
Carol Barnett

Steven Grubb
Ethelyn Barnett

Philip & Carolyn Madeley
Hershel Bearden

Etta Smith
Wilburn Bednar

Janna & Clay Peterson

Barry & Aimee Williams
Ruth & Tom Bennett

William & Patti O’'Bannon
Rex Berry

Bob & Virginia Jolliff
Caden Billingsley

Neil & Linda Smith
Jerry Brooks

Arlene Fisher
Lonnie K. Brown

Bartine Dickerson
Joe Don Brymer

Cindy Rieck
Walter Buchanan

Connie Jones
Paul Camp

Lynn & Paula Leverett
Lynndon E. Campbell

Allie Campbell
Jim Carpenter

Chris & Paula Macon
Coy Carter

Marilyn Woolly
Margaret Casheer

Lawrence Casheer
Doug Cheek

Joe & Jane George
Dirk Clay

Marilyn Woolly

Charles Clinger

Dorothy Chrisner
Jake Coppinger

Lucille Coppinger
Ray Cooley

Sun Valley church of Christ
Vester Cooper

Jean Tate
Valton Crabtree

Joe & Jane George
Bonnie Crenshaw

Charles & Margie Anderson

Janna & Clay Peterson
Betty Burle Davis

Robert & Emily Harris
Glen Dawson

Robin Leonard
Gene Denman

Peggy Sullivan
Helen Dial

Imogene Dial
Sgt. Ron Dickerson,
Steve Dickerson, &
Brent Dickerson

Bartine Dickerson
Wilmith Duncan

Janna & Clay Peterson

Barry & Aimee Williams
Martha Edge

Peggy Sullivan
Hope Ellis

Wayne & Edna Bailiff
Bobby Faust

Lillian Minchey & DeeDee
Hoover
Evy Greenlee

Janna & Clay Peterson
Sue W. Griffin

Albert Griffin
Ollie M. Halbert

Royce B. Vickery Family
Dave Hale

Dallas & Darla Dill
Sharon Hancock

Merrie Savage
Gary Hardison

Joe & Jane George
Travis Harman

Philip & Carolyn Madeley
Ron Helms

Beverly Weldon
Neva C. Helmuth

Norm Helmuth
Connie Henry

Sun Valley church of Christ
Lynn E. Hicks

Mary Hicks
David Hobby

Karen Hobby
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Dorthy Houchin
Arlene Fisher
Sid Hudson
Carrie Hudson
David Ingram
Philip & Carolyn Madeley
Dezjore’ Johnson
LaJoyce Johnson
J. Roy Johnson
Wallace & Brenda Johnson
Dwayne Jones
David & Kathy Lusk
Maurice Kemper
Cindy Barry
John Lacy
Larry & Janice Cain
Mona Lancaster
Trent Lancaster
Sam & Flo Lanford
Jennifer Baumgartner
Dennah Lee
Sandra Lee
Marion D. Leonard
Robin B. Leonard
Lavaga Logan
Hilda Logan
Bill Luttrell
Charles & Margie Anderson
Cleddy & Pat Varner
Roger Maag
Sharon Maag
Verna Majors
Chris & Paula Macon
Ruby Marlin
Don & Sandy Rummel
Angie Martin
Joe & Jane George
Samuel J. Mays
Judy Mays
William Joe McCoy
Norma McCoy
Blake McKaskle
Mr. &Mrs. J. M. Glass, Jr.
Kathleen Stem McLaren
The children of Clyde &
Audry Ross
Betty Miller
William Miller
Lee Miller
Sun Valley church of Christ
Luther Elton Minor
Steve Minor
Betty Moore
Janet Helgesen
Jim Morrow
Delbert & Elaine Cain
Arlene Fisher
Eddie & Billie Morris

Janice Moze
Mickey & Sue Hixson
Maxine Neal
Richard & Betty Runyan
Mike Newby
Don & Betsy Cannon
Vernon & Ollie Newsom
Bobby & Lila Newsom
Cheryl Omer
Janna & Clay Peterson
Olvis Oshourn
Dennis & Toni Raesener
Virginia Owen
Kerry Owen
Don Palmer
Lawrence & LeDon Baird
Nancy Pate
Carol Pyle
David Pharr
Anonymous
Dot Phillips
Sue Hammans
Emil Plasek
Sue Campbell
Virgil & Dorrace Poe
Jayne Massey
David Powers
Joe & Jane George
Larry Raburn
Shirley Raburn
Marianna Rasco
Charles & Margie Anderson
Jack Reed
Sandra Lee
Marilyn Woolly
A.L. “Dusty” Rhodes
Charles & Margie Anderson
Cleddy & Pat Varner
Dr. Ken Rhodes
Kathryn Thompson
Nathaniel & Helen Rives
The Rives Family
Jack Roach
Bartine Dickerson
Johnny Roberts
Curtis & Pam Clements
Lynn & Paula Leverett
Cleddy & Pat Varner
Dr. Glenn Rogers
Vic & Nelda Swedlund
Oliver Rogers
David Ebeling
Linda Jo Shelton
William & Patricia Peach
Joe & Juanita Smart
Donald & Leila Carpenter
Carol Smith
Dorothy Chrisner

Nancy Dee Coke Smith
Curtis Smith
Charlie Stone
Jefferson church of Christ
Shelley Summerford
Rick Lochridge
Michael Swindle
Marilyn Woolly
Renita Thompson
Tim & Leah Browner
Margaret Thrash
Lynn Thrash
Caroline Tidwell
Farris Tidwell
Fred Vanderpoel
Peggy Sullivan
Tom Harold Watters
Andrea Watters
Libby Weed
Bob & Linda Pimentel
Jane Whisman
Sun Valley church of Christ
Edith White
L. G. White
Wanita White
Clifford Swensen
Barbra J. Willis
Martin Willis
Mattie Wilson
W. C. Wilson
Debbhie Young
Carlton W. (Butch) & Linda
Merriman



- YOU SHARING JESUS!

Reaching the Lost
AC ross G e n e rat I O ns BY MAXINE HOOKS | WBS STUDY HELPER
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Maxine Hooks showing our WBS staff (Sheryl Williams, Kelsey Taylor, Maxine and Sondra Davis)
in Austin, Texas where her Student, Jane Atieno, was baptized in Kenya.

In December 2022, | adopted a WBS Online began teaching her family, and as a result of
Student named Jane Atieno from Homa Bay her efforts, nine members of her family have
County, Western Kenya. After completing the now been baptized and added to the church.
course “Born of Water and Spirit”, Jane was In Jane’s own words, “| love this new Christian
convicted of her need to be baptized. As | was life and continue to study every day. | can’t hide
initiating the Follow-up request for someone in my joy because my name is now written in the
Kenya to contact her, | received an email from Book of Life. Hallelujah!”

Brother Maurice Ouma, a minister with Kodada
church of Christ, a church planted in the area
through the support of the Las Cruces church
of Christ (New Mexico) in October 2007.

Brother Maurice was conducting a weekly Bible
study called Home to Home Evangelism using
WRBS Bible study materials. Jane attended and
introduced herself and told Maurice about her
WBS online studies. She told him she was ready
to be baptized.

He contacted me as her Online Study Helper

to inform me of her wishes which | certainly
encouraged. Then | received word that Jane
was baptized in the Awach river on February 1,
2023. Jane worships with the Kodada church of
Christ and is active with the ladies’ Bible group. -~
Immediately after becoming a Christian, Jane Jane Atieno from Western Kenya baptized into Christ.
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8,793,067
HEARTS OFFERED A GOSPEL STUDY
AS OF JUNE 30, 2023

Wow! Eight million, seven hundred and ninety-
three thousand, sixty-seven souls have recieved
an offer to study the Bible using one of our
WRBS tools. Many questioned this ambitious
goal at the start of 2022. Now we sit only a

few months away from not only reaching, but
exceeding this faith-based goal by the end

of 2023! God can do some incredible things
through the workers in His Kingdom. May God
be praised.

With staggering numbers like these, many
times it is easy to lose sight of the reality of
this incredible accomplishment. This is not just
meant to be an impressive data point. Each
number represents an individual soul whom
God loves and extends His offer of grace,
forgiveness and hope.

I'm reminded of what Jesus said in Luke 12:6-7, = =
“Are not five sparrows sold for two pennies? Yet B u I I d I n g

not one of them is forgotten by God. Indeed, T
the very hairs of your head are all numbered. ‘A, d
Don’t be afraid; you are worth more than many o a r s
sparrows.” What an awesome God we serve

. ]
Each one of us is not just a number to God, but Eternlty

a beloved being made in His image.

When we consider the eventual 10,000,000
souls who will be presented with the
opportunity to study the Gospel, this number
hardly scratches the surface of souls in this
world who need Jesus. In Luke 10:2, Jesus said
“The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are
few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to
send out workers into his harvest field.”

Our mission at WBS is not to take the place of
Jesus’ workers (that’s YOU!D), but to motivate
and equip you with tools to effectively reach
the world as Jesus calls us to do.

Will you join us in Christ’s Mission? - online at worldbible
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